
 
1. Choose a threatened plant or animal species that can be found in Ō Tū 

Wharekai. Use the internet to find out five important facts about it. Present your 
findings. 
 

2. Write the value of wetlands to Ngai Tāhu Māori in the boxes below. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Curriculum Area: 
Science Level 1 & 2 

Social Sciences Level 1 & 2 

Strand: 
Living World 

Place and Environment 

Background Page: 
Wetland Treasures | Value to 

Māori 

Achievement 
Objectives  

Life Processes Levels 1-2: Recognise that all living things have 

certain requirements so they can stay alive. 

Place and Environment Level 1: Understand how places in New 
Zealand are significant for individuals and groups. 

Place and Environment Level 2: Understand how places influence 
people and people influence places. 

Value of 
Wetlands 

to Ngai 
Tāhu 

 

Harekeke (flax) for 

clothing, mats, kete and 

rope 

Mahinga kai 

An important kaik/village 

for Maori 

Hiding precious taonga 

(treasures) 

Some wetland plants 

were used for medicine 

Feathers of wetland birds 

used to decorate clothing 
An ara/way to the West 

Coast 

Part of the pounamu 

trails 
 

ANSWERS 

NB: answers are a guide only  


