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Areas covered by the Background 
Pages  
 

 New Zealand Roads 

 Memorial Park; Not just a roading project 

 The First World War and New Zealand’s  

Involvement 

 

 

 The History of Mount Cook/Pukeahu 

 The National War Memorial Park 

 The Benefits of New Zealand Memorial Park 

 

 

 

 Memorial Park Construction 

 Building a Safe Tunnel 

 Managing the Impacts on People and the 

Environment 
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New Zealand’s people and economy rely on roads. Imagine how difficult life would be without a 

well maintained network of roads. The state highway network is one of New Zealand’s most 

valuable assets, and is worth $23 billion. This is part of State Highway 1 running through 

Auckland.  Image: Public Domain. 

Part of the LEARNZ programme www.learnz.org.nz provided by CORE Education www.core-ed.org.nz  
 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 New Zealand License 

http://www.learnz.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/


The Memorial Park project in Wellington will not only improve traffic flow but 

it will also provide a National War Memorial Park above the new Buckle 

Street underpass. 
Image: NZTA. 

Part of the LEARNZ programme www.learnz.org.nz provided by CORE Education www.core-ed.org.nz  
 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 New Zealand License 

http://www.learnz.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://www.core-ed.org.nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/


The National War Memorial Park is being built for the 100th anniversary of the First World 

War that was fought from 1914 to 1918. All over the world, countries are making plans to 

remember what happened to their people in that war. 
Image: Public Domain. 
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The new Memorial Park will open on Anzac Day 2015. Anzac Day is named after the 

ANZACs – the men of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps who fought in the battle 

at Gallipoli in Turkey during the First World War. 
Image: Public Domain. 
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Memorial Park will be built at the National War Memorial site in Mount Cook/Pukeahu. Māori 

lived in this area long before European settlement, Pukeahu means sacred hill. The military 

built army and police barracks here along with prisons, so this area was seen as an 

important place for defence. 
Image: Alexander Turnbull Library. 
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Anzac Day, 25 April 1932: 50,000 people stand in silence for the dedication of the Carillon on 

Mount Cook/Pukeahu. This area is now divided by a road so Buckle Street will be put 

underground. This will allow a new Memorial Park to be built to provide space for people to 

gather to commemorate those who served at war. 
Image: Alexander Turnbull Library. 
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The new Memorial Park will provide green space for people to gather, easy access, improve 

traffic flow and improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists.  
Image: NZTA 
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Underground water, gas, telecommunication and electricity lines needed to be moved before 

excavation could begin on the Buckle Street underpass. 
Image: NZTA. 
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The tunnel for Buckle Street is being constructed as a concrete box in a trench and is known as 

a ‘cut and cover’ project. It is not being burrowed through rock. 
Image: NZTA. 
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Before a project of this size can go ahead it must meet certain rules that are in place to reduce 

the impact of construction on people and the environment. In this photo you can see a noise 

wall being built alongside Mount Cook School to reduce the impact of noise from the 

construction site. Image: NZTA. 
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Enrol your class at 
www.learnz.org.nz  

 

 Videos 
There a number of videos from 
each day.  

 Diaries 
Each day a diary is written for 
all enrolled classes.  

 Audioconferences 
Twice a day during the field trip 
students can ask questions of 
experts in the field. 

 Images 
There are hundreds of images 
that can be viewed and 
downloaded.  

 

To find out more go to www.learnz.org.nz 
 
Or call the teacher free phone 0800 22 55 53 
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